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This panel explores the ways in which crossings of social, political, economic, intellectual, and 

creative boundaries are elaborated in women’s travel experiences and travel texts. Because the 

word “limen” suggests crossing thresholds, an inherent aspect of spatial movement, our panel 

investigates how the various mobilities of geography, politics, and identity meet and intersect in 

women’s travel writing. Our first panelist offers a glimpse into the lives of women serving in the 

American Medical Brigade in Spain from 1937 to 1939. Letters, interviews, and other texts by 

these women “belie the horrors of war” through the relation of daily experiences and give a sense 

of how anti-Fascism shaped the political and sexual agency of nurses serving abroad. The second 

presenter focuses on the formal hybridity of Margaret Fuller’s travelogue Summer on the Lakes 

(1844), arguing that the “interplay of a stable subjectivity (that of ‘Margaret Fuller’) and the 

social fluidity elaborated in travel experiences” constitutes a “vision of authorship as itself a 

liminal space.” The third paper on this panel suggests that Mary McCarthy’s travel book The 

Stones of Florence (1959) might be understood not only as an exploration of Florence, past and 

present, but also as a critique of her own nation’s categorical boundaries—particularly the 

black/white differentiations of 1950’s segregation. Our final panelist draws upon the poetry of 

Elizabeth Bishop, Jorie Graham, and Emily Dickinson to present a theory of displacement called 

Vertigo, “a liminal, transformative space that allows an individual to experience the created 

nature of their own worldview and culture.” By engaging with literature that attests to the 

transformative power of travel, this panel enriches our understanding of how geographic 

mobility enables the transgression of artistic conventions, the defiance of social and racial 

categorizations, and the interrogation and modification of our cultural beliefs and practices. 

 

Melanie Scriptunas, Chair (Independent Scholar) 

 

Page Dougherty Delano (Borough of Manhattan Community College/CUNY): 

“American Nurses on the Road: Writings from the Spanish Civil War” 

 

Sarah Salter (The Pennsylvania State University): “Fuller on the Lakes: Authorship, 

Admixture, and Advocacy” 

 

Debra Bernardi (Carroll College): “‘Bichromatism Was Prevalent throughout Tuscany’: 

Resisting Boundaries in Mary McCarthy’s The Stones of Florence” 

 

Shelby E. Ward (Virginia Tech): “Bodies in Vertigo: Language of Liminalities”  


